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cover picture:      Giraffe        
(Giraffa camelopardalis) 
Courtesy of Dr. G. A. Simon   
The Giraffe is the tallest living quadruped animal. It is a ruminat, common in east Africa. The various types (three main types: Rothschild’s - Reticulated - and the Masai Giraffe) are distinguished by the color and pattern of the patches. Horns are found on both sexes but are merely short projections of bone covered by skin and hair. Despite the fact that the Giraffe has such a huge neck, it still has only 7 vertebrae, the same as most mammals. The male can reach the height of over 6 m. (average 5.5 m) while the female is about 1 m. less. Following a gestation period of 12-13 months, a calf of up to 1.6 m high is born. 
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