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 The name buffalo commonly applied to the American bison but correctly restricted to certain related African and Asian mammals of the cattle family. 
The wild buffalo is found in wet grasslands (especially elephant grass) and marshes, near pools and wallows, and near (and in) large rivers. Occasionally it utilizes woodland. The wild buffalo eats grass and vegetation growing in or beside rivers and lakes. It is diurnal only in areas where it is well protected; where there is substantial human disturbance it is mainly nocturnal. The wild buffalo lives in herds of females and their young. The males gather in separate bachelor herds outside the breeding season. 
The wild buffalo weighs 800 - 1200 kg. It reaches puberty at about 18 months and lives 25 — 30 years. The gestation Period is 300 - 340 days and ends usually with one calf per birth. The birth interval is usually about 2 years. Weaning occurs after 6 - 9 months. 
Buffalo milk contains less water, more total solids, more fat, slightly more lactose, and more protein than cow's milk. It seems thicker than cow's milk because it generally contains more than 16% total solids compared with 12-14% for cow's milk. In addition, it's fat content is usually 50-60% higher (or more) than cow's milk. The butterfat content is usually 6-8%. 
All buffalo breeds, even milking ones, produce heavy animals whose carcass characteristics are similar to those of cattle. Buffaloes are lean animals. Although a layer of subcutaneous fat covers the carcass, it is usually thinner than that on comparably fed cattle. In general, the buffalo carcass has rounder ribs, a higher proportion of muscle, and a lower proportion of bone and fat than beef has. Buffalo hide is so thick that it can be sliced into 2 or 3 layers before tanning into leather. 
Buffalo meat and beef are basically similar. The muscle pH (5.4), shrinkage on chilling (2%), moisture (76.6%), protein (19%) and ash (1%) are all about the same in buffalo meat and beef. Buffalo fat, however is always white and buffalo meat is darker in color than beef because of more pigmentation or less intramuscular fat (2-3% "marbling" compared with the 3-4% in beef). 
The buffalo has been associated with man from the earliest prehistoric times. Although the buffalo was originally an Asian animal, it arrived early (about 600 AD) in the Near East and North Africa. It was introduced to Europe by crusaders returning in the Middle Ages and outstanding herds still exist in Italy and Bulgaria. In Israel, buffaloes were indigenous, mainly in the Hulah swamps, but were extinct during the war of independence. It has been attempted in recent years to reintroduce the buffalo to this area. 
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