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Cover picture: The VAN Cat  courtesy of Mr. Y. Tilinger
The Van Cat
The Turkish Van is an ancient and natural breed of cats believed to have originated in the eastern part of Turkey. Because they were ¢discovered" by two Englishwomen (Sonia Halliday and Laura Lushington) in the 1950s near Lake Van, they were named the Turkish Van cats. 
The Turkish Van is very individualistic with personality traits varying from kitten to kitten and manifesting at a very early age. However there are some traits that do occur more frequently. These include very active and playful, Intelligent, loyal, social and loving.
It is generally assumed that geographic isolation is responsible for the preservation of this unique breed of cat. The most notable feature of the area of Eastern Turkey, known as Eastern Anatolia, is Lake Van, bounded as it is by the mountains of Suphan in the north, and Nemrut to the west. The area around Van is mountainous and subjected to extremes of temperature†to which the Turkish Cat has fully adapted, shedding its long hair for a shorter cooler coat in the summer, and having tufts of hair between its pads to protect its paws from the cold in the winter. The dominance of this region by Lake Van lends credence to their reputation as being cats that can swin. This is not to suggest that all Turkish Van Cats like to swim, but many will do so in shallow warm water, and they love to play with running water too.
In Turkey the true Turkish Cat is pure white with one amber eye and one blue eye, while the strong features of these classic cats can also be found in the van-patterned variety.
The origins of the Turkish Van are lost in antiquity but archaeological finds in Van province (formally part of Armenia) of relics possibly from an ancient battle during the occupation of Armenia by the Romans (AD 75-387), include battle standards and armour bearing images of a large pale self-coloured cat showing distinctive rings on the cat's tail. More recently, during the excavation by the British Archaeological Institute in Ankara of a late Neolithic (5000 B.C.) site near Hacilar, 22 small terracotta statues of women playing with cats were found on one level. Because of this discovery some scientists now question the long held belief that cats were first domesticated in Egypt
 


 

