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Cover picture:  Capuchin Monkey - Cebus apella
               
Family: Cebidae; Subfamily: 
Cebinae; Genus: Cebus; Species: apella (tufted or brown capuchin).

The capuchin monkey takes its name from the Capuchin monk, whose cowl resembles the monkeys' head-coloring. There are four species, which differ from one another in appearance. The typical capuchin is about a 45 cm long, with a slender prehensile tail a little longer than that. Weight ranges from about 1.5 to 4.5 kg, with males normally outweighing females.
Its natural range is southern Central America through northern and central South America, in a variety of forest habitats, especially rain forest. Capuchins are omnivorous - though their diets are primarily fruit, but they will also feed on leaves, seeds, insects, birds' eggs, and even small birds.
Capuchins are diurnal and arboreal, and are found in multimale-multifemale groups. Females often outnumber males. There is a well-defined dominance hierarchy within both groups, but the exact dynamics varies with species. Group size varies from 10-30 individuals. Capuchins can be found in association with various other monkey species. They communicate by various vocalizations, gestures, and facial expressions, as well as scent marking. Grooming is common throughout the group.
Female capuchins decide when to mate, and with whom. After a gestation period of about 6 months, the female gives birth to a single young, which is weaned within a year. Twins are very rare. Births usually occur every 2 years, but they may occur closer together if a baby dies. Instances of allomothering have been reported. Age of sexual maturity varies with species, from about 3 to seven years, with males reaching maturity somewhat earlier than females. Capuchins can live up to 45 years. 
The capuchin monkey has been called the most intelligent of the New World Monkeys. It has a brain that is highly developed and large in proportion to the size of the animal itself, with an adult brain weight of 55 to 85 g. Capuchins are masterful exploiters of their environment. They become easily bored in captivity - they explore everything within reach, often taking things apart in the process.
In order to keep their sense of direction and mark territory they leave a scent on the foliage of the trees by soaking their feet and hands in their urine (urine-washing). They also scent mark themselves in the same way by rubbing their urine washed hands on their fur. This may also be a way for males to advertise their sexual maturity. Female brown capuchin monkeys in estrus try to attract the attention of the dominant male by following him and making loud calls. 
Cebus apella has been extensively hunted for meat. These animals are also popular pets in many parts of the world. They have been trained to perform household tasks for people with disabilities.


 

