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ARABIAN ORYX - Oryx leucoryx

The Arabian oryx is a medium-sized antelope weighing 65 - 75 kg, 160cm long, standing 81-102 cm at the shoulder and with a 45-60 cm tail. The both sexes have long (50-68 cm) and sharp horns. The gestation period is about 9 months. Giving birth can occur in all the seasons. The single offspring is weaned at the age of 3.5 months and it attends sexual maturity at the age of 1.5-2 years. The lifespan of the Arabian oryx is about 20 years. The normal group size is 2 - 20 animals. A herd contains all ages and both sexes. Arabian oryxes are extreme desert specialists. The Arabian oryx has several adaptations that enable it to remain independent of water sources during the summer by fulfilling its water needs from its forage.The Arabian oryx is an endangered species and is one of the rarest animal. After extinction from the wild, it had been reintroduced into Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia and Israel. In Israel, about 80 Arabian oryxes had been reintroduced in the Negev and the Arava deserts. 
Editor:  Z. TRAININ

  Co. Editor: A. SHIMSHONY

Assoc. Editors: 

M. BLAISH
J. BRENNER
D. ELAD
I. GLASS
M. MALKINSON
A. NERIA
G. SIMON
Y. WEISSMAN
I. YERUHAM  
 

 
Editiotial Board:
G. LEITNER
U. ORGAD
K. PERK
E. PIPANO
A. SHAHAR
U. BARGAI
A. BOER
E. BOGIN
Y. KHINICH
M. DAVIDSON
S. FRIEDMAN
N. GALON
G. GLAZER
S. HAROOS
I. KLINGER
 

 

	[image: image1.jpg]



Cover: Arabian Oryx (Oryx leucoryx)
Photo: Dr. R. King
Editorial

As this issue was going to press, we heard the news of the tragic loss of Dr. Israel Yeruham who lost his life in the stormy waters of a river in Papua New Guinea. Israel was only fifty eight.
Dr. Israel Yeruham served for many years as an associate editor of the Israel Journal of Veterinary Medicine and in this capacity he contributed much to the journal as an author, reviewer and active member of the editorial team. His major specialities were parasitological and skin diseases of farm animals , and he was frequently consulted by his veterinary colleagues in Israel. His sphere of professional activities ranged from the laboratory to clinical practice. In addition, he was a brilliant teacher at the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine of the Hebrew University leaving a legacy to hundreds of appreciative students. His sudden unexpected death is a great loss to the veterinary community and particularly to our journal. We have lost both a colleague and friend. We mourn him deeply. 
In the next issue we will dedicate a special article to the man and his professional activities.
In the current issue we have included a review that deals comprehensively with the ontogeny and development of the gut of the chick and its associated immune competence, written by Prof. A. Friedman and Dr Einav Bar Shira of the Faculty of Agriculture, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Dr Friedman has an international reputation as an expert in this field and the review contains much unpublished information and new findings.
In addition, we have included the abstracts of the 29th Annual Veterinary Symposium, which was held in February 2005 at the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine and chaired by the honorary director, Prof. Kalman Perk. Although we have chosen only selected abstracts, these reflect the current approach to veterinary research activities in Israel.
Your comments, contributions and suggestions - via our website or directly to our e-mail are most welcome. 
Zeev Trainin, Editor

	 
	


