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EDITORIAL

THE SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF THE IMMUNOTHERAPY TREATMENT Y-COMPLEX IN A CLINICAL MASTITIS STUDY UNDER FIELD CONDITIONS
Y. Pinchasov, J. Spanier, G. Lietner, J. Pitcovsky, E. Morag, D. Raymond and A. Gordon


OCCURRENCE OF VIRILIXATION SIGNALS IN A FEMALE MARMOSET Leontopithecus chrysomelas (CALLITRICHIDAE; PRIMATES) WITH 46,XX/46,XY CHIMERISM
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SHORT COMMUNICATION
FELINE NASAL CAVITY FIBROSARCOMA WITH EXTENSION INTO THE BRAIN
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CASE STUDY
SOME BLOOD PARAMETERS IN THE EEL (ANGUILLA ANGUILLA) SPONTANEOUSLY INFECTED WITH AEROMONAS HYDROPHILA
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Cover: Three weeks old COMMON KESTREL Falco Tinnunculus Chicks 
Photo: Menachem Zahavi, Reut, Israel 


  The common kestrel is found in most of Europe, Asia and Africa and is the commonest raptor in Israel. Its length is 32-35 cm, wingspan is 70-80 cm and weight is 120-200 gr.
    The male Kestrel is distinguishable from the female; by the grey colour of head. The raptor is monogamous. Kestrels do not make their own nests, but will use old nests of other birds or holes in trees; etc. A clutch of 3-5 eggs is laid in late April to May, with about two days between each egg. The female normally incubates the eggs which takes her from 26 to 34 days. Food is fetched by the male and sometimes brought directly to the nest, or is often left close by. in this case, the male then calls to the female to collect the food. The young are fully fledged in 4-5 weeks after hatching, but need to stay with the parents and be fed for at least 4 more weeks. The kestrel's main prey is the field vole, but it will hunt small birds and invertebrates. Kestrels can see well in the ultra-violet zone of the spectrum. This enables them to track voles ingrassland very easily, as these rodents mark their trail with urine; which reflects ultra-violet light.

The editor thanks Mr. Menachen Zahavi for providing the cover photos. 
Editorial

On July 20-21st, 2005 an International Meeting of Veterinary Editors was held in Minneapolis USA. More than two dozen veterinary journals from all over the world were represented. Despite the differences among the various journals, it became quite clear that the editors all face the same major problems. I would like to share with you some "issues behind the curtains", and quote Dr. Mary Christopher, chairperson and editor:
Pre-reviewing for language and content
Because of the increasing number of manuscripts that are submitted to our journals, a pre-reviewing appears to become a necessity both for content and language. As English is not the mother tongue of many people who are submitting written manuscripts, it is an issue that most journals are facing. 
One point raised by our group was the “problem” of “professional translators” that are contacted by authors to help them write their manuscripts. It was found that for many countries in Eastern Europe and Asia these translators are not specialized enough and can often modify the whole meaning of a manuscript by inappropriate wording or sentence construction. It was felt that authors need to be in close contact with the translators to clearly indicate the meaning of their words. Usually, when a manuscript is poorly written, editors will send it back without considering peer-review and ask that the manuscript to be appropriately corrected within a 2 to 4 week period. In case of poor improvement, the paper may then be bounced. We felt that because of the limited staffing for most of our journals, the submitted manuscript has to be as close as possible to the journal requirements for presentation. (No mixing between Materials and Methods, Results and Discussion, length of the manuscript, an excess number of references).
As an example, one of our journals (with a high Impact Factor) has adopted a policy to reject any manuscript submitted that does not fit the Aims and Scope of the journal. We all agreed that by properly defining the journal's aims and scope, it helps to appropriately bounce manuscripts that will not be accepted anyway, and the role of the reviewers will not be jeopardized."
We also felt that manuscript of limited impact, which are very descriptive, are often difficult to accept for publication and require often a lot of work from the reviewers, but we don’t yet have an easy selection process to limit the number of papers that have to be peer-reviewed.
The above is most relevant to our journal. We encourage authors from all parts of the world to submit their manuscripts, yet keep in mind that being a veterinary journal for this region, our main goal is to introduce articles of special interest to the veterinary community in Israel. Therefore we very often have to reject scientifically worthy manuscripts which unfortunately have no relevance to our region.
Zeev Trainin, Editor

	 
	


