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Migrating birds, white Pelicans and Common Cranes, in the Hula Valley, Israel and Bisan valley   (Photo : R.S.T.) 

White Pelican
The White Pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus) is a large bird, at 160cm length and with a 280cm wingspan. His weight can reach 14 kg. Pelicans catch fish in their huge (40 cm) bill pouches while swimming at the surface. They will form a line to chase schools of small fish into shallow water, and then simply scoop them up. Rarely, pelicans will consume animals other than fish. The quantity of fish consumed per day can reach 1 kg per bird and causes great losses to aquaculture.

Common crane
The Common Crane (Grus grus), also known as the Eurasian Cranet is a large bird 120-140 cm long, with a 220-245 cm wingspan and a weight of 4.5-6 kg. It lives in and is , eating leaves, roots, berries insects, small birds and mammals. It breeds in north of Europe and in Asia. In Israel most of the cranes pass the country during their migration in spring and autumn and gather mostly in the Hula valley
  

 

EDITORIAL
In the gap of time between the last issue of the IJVM and the current one we have suffered a war that was called officially the Second Lebanon War. For us civilians including the veterinary community in Israel, it was The Galilee War. Beyond the heavy toll of civilian casualties, the flora and fauna in this northern region of Israel suffered tremendously from the thousands of shells and rockets fired into this area. Around 750,000 trees were burned down. These trees were planted 50 years ago on the Galilee Mountains to avoid soil erosion and to revive the forests that had covered these Mountains in ancient times. To restore these forests, it will take another 50 years according to experts. As a consequence of the fires the wild life in the burned areas perished almost completely, which for some species is an irreversible situation. Not only wild life was heavily affected, but hundreds of pets, mainly dogs, were abandoned by their owners who had to evacuate the area, and by doing so violated the animal protection laws and endangered health conditions of Man and Animal in this region. 
The livestock was affected as well. Two dairy herds were directly hit resulting in the death of many cows and severe injuries to others. The field veterinarians of the region assisted by the dairy farmers treated the injured animals in real time, sometimes while under rocket attack. In the next issue, we shall publish an article describing the unique injuries caused by the rockets and what has been treated. 
Nevertheless, routine veterinary health problems have not ceased. Notably, two outbreaks of Lumpy Skin Disease and EHDV occurred in dairy herds this past summer. An article describing the Lumpy Skin Disease outbreak written by Brenner et al. is published in the current issue.
The cover of this issue is that of the Hula Valley which was heavily affected in the recent war. This area is regularly visited twice a year (Spring and Fall) by millions of migrating birds where they rest in transit from Europe to Africa and vice versa. During this past fall they arrived as usual, inspiring us with the hope that through their routine the continuity of life may be stronger than any damage caused by man. 

Zeev Trainin, Editor 


	


