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EDITORIAL
In the current issue, in addition to the reviewed articles which present original information in their particular fields of research, I would like to draw your attention to a new section that introduces abstracts of theses authored by graduate students at the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine, HUJ. In this issue of IJVM, three abstracts on the topic of canine and feline cardiology have been published.

In addition, you can find a selection of Abstracts from the 32nd Annual Symposium of  Veterinary Medicine in Israel, chaired by Prof. Kalman Perk, the honorary director of the Koret School of Veterinary Medicine. These abstracts reflect the wide variety and high quality of the research performed in the field of veterinary medicine in Israel.

I hope you will find the contents of the current issue enlightening, didactic and enjoyable.

Zeev Trainin, Editor
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The wolf is the direct ancestor of the domestic dog. Usually, packs of wolves hunt cooperatively. The hierarchy in the pack is very clear, and the alpha couple is usually the sole couple which breeds in the pack. 
Females in any given wolf population typically weigh less than their male counterparts. The mating ritual is repeated many times throughout the female's brief ovulation period, which occurs once per year, and differs from female dogs, with estrus usually occuring twice a year. The gestation period lasts about 63 days and the pups are born blind, deaf, and completely dependent on their mother. Wolves reach sexual maturity after two years. They live between 6-9 years in nature and can reach 16 years old in captivity. 
In Israel a few hundred wolves live in the wild, mostly on the Golan Heights or in the desert in the south of the country. The wolves of southern Israel are smaller than those in the north. The photographs show young females from the Negev desert (southern Israel)
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